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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


On Wednesday, May 25th,a meeting of the L.A.A. has been 
arranged at Chingford and Walthamstow. 

Members and friends intending to take part in these pro- 
ceedings should communicate with Mr. H. W. Poulter, Central 
Library, Walthamstow, E.17, in order that proper arrangements 
can be made for tea, etc. 


The party will assemble at Chingford Station at 3.30 p.m. Members 
should be at Liverpool Street Station at 2.45 and take the first train to 
Chingford ; the time-tables are not reliable at present. 

At Chingford Station guides will meet the party for an excursion through 
the Epping Forest, arriving at the Royal Forest Hotel at5 p.m. Here tea 
vill be provided, if fine, in the Rose Gardens, otherwise in the Connaught 
Rooms. (The price for tea is 2s. a head). 

After tea the party will leave Chingford for Hoe Street Station en route 
to the Central Library, Walthamstow, arriving here at 6.30. 

The Central Library, Walthamstow, will be thrown open to inspection 
and an informal meeting will take place, members and friends leaving in time 
to arrive at Liverpool Street by 10 p.m. 

Those who proceed by train should take single tickets to Chingford. 

Two members will be elected at this meeting to audit the Association’s 
accounts for the year. 


ANNUAL MEETING. 


By kind permission of Sir William Beveridge, the 26th 
Annual Meeting will be held at the London School of Economics, 
Clare Market, Kingsway, W.C. 2, on Wednesday, 8th June, at 
7p.m. Arrangements for a visit to the British Museum during the 
afternoon are in hand. KResolutions intended for the Business 
Meeting must reach the Hon. Secretary not later than Tuesday, 
17th May, likewise nominations for Officers and Council. Ballot 
papers will be sent out with the June issue of the Journal to all 
members not in arrears with their subscriptions. 

Members from the provinces desiring accommodation in 
connection with the Annual Meeting are requested to communicate 
with Mr. G. P. Jones, B.A., Public Library, Bancroft Road, Mile 
End, E. 1, at the earliest opportunity, to facilitate arrangements 
for hospitality. 
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Recent Library Association Publications.—A pamphlet 
entitled “The Provision by Public Libraries of Reading for 
Children”’ (Reprinted from The Library Association Record, 
February, 1921) may now be obtained from the Offices of the 
Association, price 3d. each, or 2/9 per dozen. The Association’s 
“Year Book,” containing lists of Members, Officers and Council, 
Royal Charter, and Bye Laws, Acts of Parliament affecting 
Public Libraries, and Public Rate-Supported Libraries of the 
United Kingdom and of the Colonies, is now on sale, price 3/- net. 
A reprint of the Anglo-American Rules has been issued by the 
American Library Association, and copies can be obtained at 
33, Bloomsbury Square, W.C. 1., price 5/- each, post free. Early 
application is advisable. 


Summer Schools and Holidays.—W ith this issue we are 
able to circulate particulars of the second Summer School to be 
held under the auspices of .the School of Librarianship, at 
Worcester, from 22nd August—3rd September. Although the 
School is arranged primarily for librarians of rural systems. we 
believe that any of our members who desire to participate, will be 
cordially welcomed, and a pleasant and profitable fortnight is 
assured. As we have previously announced, the Aberystwyth 
Summer School will be held from 8th—20th August. 

May we ask those who are in a position to do so, to send 
particulars as soon as possible of any holiday addresses which 
they can confidently recommend. We are already in a position 
to supply several addresses. 


The Yorkshire Branch.—We cannot allow Mr. G. W. 
Strother, of Leeds, to vacate the presidency of our active York- 
shire Branch without expressing deep appreciation of his work, 
not only for the Branch, but for the Association as a whole. As 
evidence of the high regard in which he is held by his colleagues 
we need only point out that when the Branch was inaugurated in 
1906, Mr. Strother was elected its first President, an office which 
he continued to hold until 1910. He was again elected in 1914, 
and filled the office continuously until the last annual meeting. 
Not the least of Mr. Strother’s services was the wonderful 
way in which he kept the Branch alive during the war years. 
Altogether his services to the Branch and to the Association have 
been inestimable. 

‘The new President is Mr. J. A. Butterfield, who has been a 
member of the Bradford Libraries staff for the past thirty years, 
and a member of the Yorkshire Branch of the L.A.A. for the 
past ten. 
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During this time he has been a keen member, an eloquent and 
forceful speaker, and a frequent contributor to the Branch pro- 
grammes. He is a man of the highest ideals and of untiring 
energy, and we are sure that under his guidance the Branch will 
maintain that virility which is always associated with it. 

The School Diploma.—In order to remove all possible 
doubt on the subject, we are now in a position to state definitely, 
that until further notice holders of Library Association certificates 
proposing to take the School of Librarianship Diploma will be 
exempted from each and all of the subjects covered by the Asso- 
ciation sectional certificates, the only proviso being that the 
candidates must have obtained three or more of these certificates 
before Ist January, 1920. 

Sequels.— May we remind readers that the “ List of English 
and American Sequel Stories,” by Mr. Thomas Aldred, is now 
ready for the press, and that the Honorary Secretary will be glad 
to receive the names of libraries and individuals who propose to 
subscribe to the work as early as possible, in order that a rough 
estimate may be arrived at of the probable demand. We have 
seen the copy, and are of opinion that it isa work such as will find 
a useful place in every library, great and small. 

The Benevolent Fund.—The Council acknowledge with 
grateful thanks the receipt of the following sums towards the 
Benevolent Fund (Farrow’s deficit) :— 

és. d. 
Mr. H. M. Cashmore zt i 6 
Mr. A. E. Cummins ee ees ov Oi 6 
Miss E. Dawson oa eas cea ~~ & = @ 
Miss M. E. Day ox 010 0 
Bethnal Green Libraries Staff Eis @ 
Mr. G. P. Jones . . 010 O 

Further contributions are invited as soon as possible, in order 
that the outgoing Council may hand over the fund intact. 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES AND SOCIAL SERVICE. 
By LEONARD CHUBB, Birmingham. 

It is a difficult matter and, if not impossible, one entirely 
beyond my capabilities, to define the definite influence of public 
libraries upon social services and conditions. It is my intention 
to deal with the subject in its widest aspect, and to indicate briefly 
various directions in which the activities of public libraries 


* Paper read before the Midland Branch of the L.A.A., 17th February, 1921. 
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operate, and tend to operate, to secure and increase their practical 
and aesthetic value to the community. 

Public libraries came into being as a necessity. The earliest 
were not designed for the use of scholars alone, or for any othe 
section of the community, but from their very foundation have 
worked upon a principle which recognises no sect, no party, and 
no distinction, existing for nothing else but the public want and 
the public good. They came on the tide of an awakening 
democracy, and remain to-day a monument to the spirit of 
democracy, spelling equality of opportunity, and embellishing 
opportunity in letters of gold. 

The great dangers of democracy are ignorance and fear ; the 
fear born of ignorance. When as children we have learned there 
is no such thing as the bogey, we no longer fear it, and as we 
grow older and continue to be faced with bogies it is only intelli- 
gence and the power to think and reason that can divest us of oui 
fears. Probably our generation is the first in the history of the 
world, which, in the main, is willing to face facts, howevei 
upsetting, however disappointing. This is a healthy sign, and is 
beyond doubt an outcome of past efforts of public education. 

Public libraries do not exist solely for the concentration of 
knowledge. Their greater work is the dissemination of knowledge. 
‘fhe mistaken idea which is abroad may be but a natural outcome 
of the early methods of public library administration, which laid 
more stress on collecting books and evolving elaborate schemes 
of organisation, than on finding readers. The book that is never 
used is worthless. It is a latent power until it renews its contact 
with a human brain, and then, if its assimilation is sound, it may 
kindle a train of thought which in time may influence the world. 


Public libraries stand to-day as altars of joy and learning. 
They contain the stored wisdom of the ages, arranged and indexed 
and offered toall. <A right use of the material would inevitably 
make any person, whether man, woman or child, a wiser and 
bigger personality. Whatever a person’s spiritual, intellectual or 
social shortcomings or excellences, there is something in his 
public library to help him take the next step in his upward 
progress. The Toledo Public Library of America neatly sum- 
marised this in a tramcar advertisement, which read: “ The fool 
never learns. The average man learns from his own experience. 
The wise man from the experience of others. Be wise. 
Use your public library. [or training, for inspiration, fo: 
pleasure.” 


The thought of having to pass an existence in an intellectual], 
famine - stricken, bookless world makes one shudder. Yet 
thousands of people to-day know nothing of your favourite 
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author, or favourite poet, know nothing of the joys of literature, 
the sole interest of their existence being huddled into the small 
space of their own few years. 

The public library movement is destined to bring joy to these 
people, joy to those who are living in darkness where so much 
could be light. The joy of literature will increase their outlook 
on life, and this is an advantage that cannot be gauged. They 
would see a little beyond their ordinary view, and the little creates 
a desire for more, and so, step by step progress is made. They 
would realise that a wider outlook on life exists than just the 
automatic knowledge that one is alive. This is the whole aim of 
public education. 

A great step forward in the provision of literature to people 
who have been outside the sphere of the operations of public 
libraries has been the establishment of county or rural library 
schemes. County public libraries designed to circulate literature 
throughout a county area are quickly springing into being. It is 
safe to predict that within the next few years any person living 
anywhere within the bounds of this country will be able to 
borrow expeditiously any book with the possible exception of 
some rare works which are too precious to go travelling, and even 
these will be made available for consultation by one of the photo- 
copying processes. 

The value of education obtained from other sources is 
doubled by the existence of public libraries. Schools instil a 
desire, a knowledge and a love of reading which serves as an 
incentive to continue education in later years. Where the school 
leaves off the library steps in; in fact, it often steps in before. 
Libraries accordingly foster and furnish the means for a life-long 
continuance of education. 


They also fulfil an important function in providing teachers, 
clergymen and others, upon whose work depend the intellectual 
and moral welfare and advancement of the people, with the 
necessary material for research and study. Thus, beside 
functioning, as an important part of the educational machinery, 
public libraries also form a basis for progress in knowledge. The 
same library may therefore be exercising two different functions: 
firstly, the general dissemination of knowledge, and secondly, 
acting as a starting point for progress in knowledge. 


In this age of specialisation it has been found necessary for 
public libraries to specialise in certain directions in order to keep 
abreast of the times, and to increase their degree of usefulness 
to the community. This has led to the formation of special 
technical and commercial libraries. Public libraries have always 
catered for the technical student and the commercial man, but 








146 


never so thoroughly as to-day. The condition of affairs brought 
about by the European War has been to a very large extent 
responsible for these developments. The technical library is no 
less necessary. Students would find it difficult indeed to keep 
abreast of modern developments without the aid of public 
libraries, as the present output of technical literature, as with 
commercial literature, greatly exceeds the most optimistic dreams 
of pre-war days. 

These are important developments, and it will be seen that 
the public library movement, beside affording to thousands the 
highest and purest entertainment, goes with them into the very 
industrial life of the community, a ready help and guide. 


The development of children’s reading halls and reading 
rooms is an important factor in social service. Libraries, like all 
other social institutions, have shown great concern for the welfare 
of the children. The juvenile problem presents its difficulties to 
library authorities as to everyone else. You cannot do too much 
to help the child, and you cannot get anyone who shows a greater 
appreciation of your efforts. I wish to avoid subjects of finance, 
but this is one branch of library work which would develop at an 
enormous pace if public libraries had the financial means to launch 
their scheme. 

Boys and girls are taught toread and naturally wish to exercise 
the function. You cannot stop them, and the power if properly 
trained and cultivated may be used to reach the highest realms of 
enjoyment, but if allowed to go unguided may sink to the deepest 
depths of degradation. If they cannot get good books they will 
read bad, but will always read good in preference. 

Another but little known sphere in which public libraries are 
active is in the provision of literature for the blind. A blind 
person resident near a public library can obtain for home reading 
suitable literature produced in the special types which enable the 
blind to enjoy a pleasure which would otherwise be denied. The 
value of this is immediately obvious to all. It is questionable if 
there exists a section of the community who show greater appre- 
ciation and thankfulness for the existence of public libraries than 
the blind readers. 

It will thus be seen that public libraries are not luxuries, but 
a great, broad public benefaction. A proper interpretation of their 
functions would lift the whole community to higher spheres of 
life and service. Their function is the enrichment of human life. 
Of all institutions which have been set by society, there is not one 
so wide in its scope or appeal, so inviting to both old and young. 


The public library is the only municipal department which 
comes into direct and unrestrained contact with the people, and by 
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appealing to all classes, sects and degrees of intelligence, it isa 
strong unifying factor in the life of a community. People who 
take pride in their public libraries realise they are citizens of no 
mean city. 


The ratepayer who would look at every institution from a 
purely necessary point of view need not worry about the public 
library, as he gets a good return for his money. The spirit of a 
library’s administration is of the very greatest importance as it 
forms the necessary connection between the sleeping power of the 
printed page and the waiting reader. 


The greatest innovation in library method is the application 
of the principle of open access. By this method readers realise 
they have the library to choose from, the whole of the recorded 
wisdom and wit at their service. It is even a process in education 
to move amongst books. Readers admitted to the shelves discover 
the books arranged in a logical order, according to a scheme of 
classification, and an appreciation of order is a factor in educa- 
tional progress. 


I am afraid I may be considered an appalling optimist. To 
optimism I plead guilty. It is an essential to all engaged upon 
social work in any sphere. The picture painted may seem strange, 
and you may question where this enormous power for good is being 
exercised, as it is not obvious in the world of to-day. 


Human personality can only develop along natural lines, and 
the way of nature is to sow broadcast for each plant which bears 
fruit. Most of the information acquired by human beings 
remains unused, most ideas never materialise, most ideals are never 
grasped. Yet there is no need for apathy because a piece of 
information is forgotten, or a certain idea never matures. If only 
one of many pieces of information is found useful, or one of a 
hundred ideas becomes a guiding principle the effort has not been 
in vain. 

The greatest need of the world to-day is an increase of the 
power which will result in a wider, bigger interpretation of life 
for the average man. It is important from a social and economic 
standpoint, and also has its spiritual significance. Only the 
larger knowledge, the relation of one’s part to the whole, can 
idealise everyday life and everyday tasks, so that in them we may 
find a means of self-expression and a source of joy. Public 
libraries are related to the whole of life, but travel with the 
average man, and exist to provide him with the means of guidance 
along the road to light. Libraries do nothing of more importance 
for society than to foster and display this larger vision, and this 
more than anything else will make for happiness and progress. 
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PROCEEDINGS. 


LIBRARY POLICY OF THE C.U.K.T. 


The March General Meeting was held at University College on 23rd 
March, by kind permission of the College Authorities. Refreshments were 
generously provided and greatly appreciated by the large number of members 
who attended. The chair was occupied by Dr. R. W. Chambers, the 
Librarian of University College, and Lt.-Col. J. M. Mitchell, O.B.E., M.C., 
B.A., delivered an interesting informative and inspiring address on 
‘* The Library Policy of the Carnegie Trustees."’ 

In the course of his remarks, Col. Mitchell outlined the work that had 
been already accomplished in the rural districts, and referred to the extension 
of the rural library movement in the immediate future. He paid a glowing 
tribute to the services rendered by the voluntary local librarians, especially to 
the teachers. He thought we should be agreed as to the inadequacy of the 
parish as the library unit, and of the alternatives presented he thought that 
the county was obviously the best. Most of the other points touched upon 
in the course of the address have been already referred to by us in our note 
on the Trust’s Annual Report. 

There was a brisk discussion, in the course of which it was put forward 
that the suggested minimum salary of £300 was not sufficient in the present 
day to attract the men and women who were required to make the rural 
libraries the vital force that it was hoped to make them. Moreover, there 
was always the danger of a suggested minimum becoming an adopted 
Maximum. 

General agreement was expressed as to the suitability of the county as 
the most practical library unit for rural library purposes, and with the placing 
of these systems under the control of the Education Authority. 

There was also a very outspoken discussion on the question of the two 
professional diplomas now in force, opinion being equally divided as to 
whether any diploma was likely to be recognized by an appointing body apart 
from actual experience ina library. Although not specifically referred to, 
such a recommendation as the one suggested in our last issue appeared to 
provide an acceptable and reasonable way out of the difficulty. 

Complaint was also made to the effect that the conditions of exemption 
from certain examinations at the School were not being complied with, and 
an enquiry into any specific case was promised. The meeting concluded with 
the usual votes of thanks. 

There was again quite a good attendance at the Junior Meeting held 
prior to the Ordinary Meeting, as arranged, on 23rd March. Mr. Richards, 
with some well-reasoned and weighty arguments, chief of which was the 
impetus to study and qualification it would give juniors, opened the debate 
pro “‘ Specialised Work.”’ Mr. Lowe criticised such specialisation on the 
grounds that it is inadvisable in the average library whose limitations in size 
of staff call for periodic or emergency interchange of work. That a compro- 
mise between the specialisation of American libraries and the generalisation 
of English libraries is necessary was the final decision of those present. At 
the close of the debate Mr. Richards was unanimously appointed Honorary 
Secretary. 

C. JACKSON. 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES AND SOCIAL SERVICE. 


The Midland Branch held a very successful meeting at Birmingham, on 
Thursday, February 17th, over 30 members being present. The afternoon 
was spent in visiting a local bookbinding establishment, where the various 
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operations from sewing to finishing were witnessed, and much valuable 
information acquired first-hand. Tea was taken at a local café, by kind 
invitation of Mr. H.Grindle. In the evening, through the kind hospitality of 
the Principal (Dr. Harvey) and Members of Fircroft College, proceedings 
were resumed in the Lecture Hall of the College, Dr. Harvey and students of 
the College participating. Mr. F. J. Patrick was in the chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting having been confirmed, a resolution 
was passed conveying the hearty congratulations of the branch to members 
who had attained promotion since the previous meeting, viz., Miss M. Cant, 
Librarian and Director of the Library School, Ladies’ College, Cheltenham; 
Mr. B. J. Barton Eckett, County Librarian of Dorset ; and Mr. D.C. Jones, 
Birmingham Public Libraries. Six new members were elected, and the 
Chairman briefly outlined for the information of members, (1) the suggested 
scheme for the re-organization of the Association ; (2) Correspondence which 
had passed between the Council of the Association and the Yorkshire Branch 
on the subject of the increased subscriptions; (3) the position with regard to 
funds of the Association deposited with Farrow’s Bank. ‘The principal 
business of the evening—a discussion with the members of Fircroft on 
‘* Public Libraries and Social Service’’—was then opened by Mr. Leonard 
Chubb, Honorary Secretary of the Branch. In following Mr. Chubb, 
Dr. Harvey paid a tribute to the value of Public Libraries, and emphasized 
the need for guidance in the selection of books which was felt by the average 
man who was anxious to usea library. Dr. Harvey suggested that reading 
lists on subjects of current interest would do much to stimulate reading of the 
more serious kind, and instanced several cases in which expert guidance 
would be invaluable. 

Mr. H. Woodbine (Reference Library, Birmingham) congratulated Mr. 
Chubb on having skilfully skated round the very thin ice of the question 
of finance. In spite of the removal of the rate limit, the call for economy at 
the present time was so insistent as to rule out even such comparatively small 
expenditure as the thorough development of Public Libraries would involve. 
But even without additional expenditure Public Libraries could be of much 
greater service than they were at present, if only the students would make 
known their wants. There was an abundance of reading lists and 
bibliographies such as Dr. Harvey had mentioned, and librarians were 
anxious to introduce them to all who could benefit by their use. There was 
need for much more cataloguing and indexing than was possible under 
existing financial limitations, and the same applied in most libraries to the 
provision of more suitable reading-room accommodation for students. 

A Fircroft student expressed surprise that Public Libraries were doing so 
much useful work as previous speakers had indicated. He had not realized 
that librarians were both able and willing to render such assistance to 
students. He considered that there was room for a vigorous campaign of 
‘*stunt ’’ advertising, which would result in a considerable increase in the use 
made of the facilities available. 


Mr, H. Grindle (Central Lending Library, Birmingham), spoke of the 
volume of serious reading which was being done from Public Libraries. He 
thought that the members of Fircroft would be surprised at the popularity of 
many non-fictional works. Librarians took a wide view, however, and 
realized that some of the greatest works ever written were in the form of 
novels. Librarians were not book collectors in the sense that they collected 
bibliographical freaks and rarities, but they deemed it their function to build 
up balanced collections, attaching due importance to each of the various 
classes of literature which were published. 


Other Fircroft speakers paid tributes to the value of Public Libraries, 
and emphasized the need for advertisement. Mr.G. L. Burton (Birmingham) 
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queried the value of advertisement of the ‘‘stunt’’ variety. An efficiently- 
organized Library, well catalogued, with an efficient and sympathetic staff, 
and with open access to its shelves allowed to readers, was its own advertise- 
ment, and the best possible advertisement at that. A very hearty vote of 
thanks to Dr. Harvey and the Members of Fircroft College for their kind 
hospitality and warm co-operatiun concluded the proceedings. 





OuR FUTURE 


There was a good attendance of members at the Quarterly Meeting of the 
North-Western Branch, held at Wigan on March 16th. Among those present 
were :—Geo. W. Fry (President); A. J. Hawkes, Chief Librarian, Wigan, 
and representatives from Wigan, Birkenhead, Bolton, Bury, Manchester and 
Liverpool, and the Honorary Secretary (R. G. Williams). The Council met 
in the afternoon and tea was provided through the kindness of Mr. Hawkes 
and his staff. Mr. Fry suitably expressed the thanks of the Council and Mr. 
Hawkes replied. 

In the evening, Mr. Firth, Birkenhead, opened a discussion on ‘‘ Our 
Future.’’ He stated that much time had been devoted to furthering the 
educational needs of Library Assistants, but comparatively little thought had 
been given to the way in which adequate recompense was to be made to them 
The pay of Library workers is admittedly lower than that of any other body 
of municipal servants. Teachers and librarians formed special classes of 
local government workers; teachers were working out their own salvation 
Library Assistants must work out theirs ina Union of their own. The only 
sound policy was an amalgamation of the various societies of Library Assis- 
tants. All these should be one Society. Why do they not combine ? 

So far, the energies of the L.A.A. with regard to salaries had been 
confined to making protests in flagrant cases. No concerted effort had been 
made to see that a salary was offered which was an adequate return for the 
duties performed. Library assistants could not successfully fight their own 
Committees or their Chiefs. 

Mr. A. H. Edwards (Liverpool) following, said that since the war several 
things had happened which for the moment raised our hopes and brightened 
our outlook, particularly the removal of the Rate Limit by the new Public 
Libraries Act, and the setting up of Whitley Councils for the readjustment of 
conditions which were obviously unfair. But the clouds were gathering 
again, and if he correctly read the signs of the times, the Library Assistant 
was again to be overlooked, or ignored, and left in a position worse than 
before. 

With regard to the new Public Libraries Act, he pointed out that the 
removal of the old rate limit did not necessarily mean improved conditions 
for assistants ; it made such improvement possible ; it made the delay of 
such improvement all the more discreditable to the powers that be ; and that 
was all. The inadequacy of salaries in the past was always explained by the 
limit of the rate; and we were asked to believe that the ignorance of the 
public alone stood between us and better pay. ‘‘ Educate the public,’’ we were 
told; ‘teach them the true value of the institutions you serve, and justice 
will soon be done.’’ He was amazed that such an explanation or sucha 
suggestion should have passed so long without challenge or criticism. The 
old rate limit was not alone responsible for the inadequacy of salaries in the 
past. He submitted that those responsible for the administration of our 
public libraries were also responsible, and in a very large measure, for the 
unhappy conditions prevailing on their staffs 

The great problem facing us to-day was how to live on the miserable 
wages or salaries we receive—or rather how to improve our service conditions 
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in order that we might live. He was fully convinced that unless we were 
prepared as an Association to adopt a strong and definite policy with a view 
to the speedy attainment of this end members would transfer their support 
to more aggressive organizations, and the L.A.A. would have no future te be 
discussed. 

Mr. Stephens (Liverpool) pointed out that the responsibility for the 
proper upkeep of the public library now rested entirely with the Library 
Committee; their pet bogey had been overthrown, and if a committee found 
that their funds were not sufficient to keep the library up to the highest 
standard, then its duty was to ask for more money. It would be quite right 
if our Association resolved in its work for the future :— 

1. To agitate for a living wage to be paid to all assistants. 

2. To see that proper accommodation is provided for the library staff. 

3. To ask that the working hours should not be too long, or made too 

inconvenient. 

Mr. Axon (Manchester), Mr. Hamer (Bolton) and Mr. Hardman (Wigan) 
followed with ‘‘ five minutes'’ papers. The President replied, and the debate 
was thrown open to the meeting, nearly all taking part. 

The usual vote of thanks being given, the meeting terminated. 

R.G.W. 


LIBRARY ASSISTANT’S OUTLOOK AND QUALIFICATIONS. 


A meeting of the Yorkshire Branch was held in Bradford on Wednesday, 
March 16th, by kind permission of Mr. Butler Wood, F.R.S.L., Chief 
Librarian and Director. Members assembled at the Central Library and 
proceeded to the Cartwright Memorial Hall, where Mr. Wood kindly con- 
ducted members round the Hall, and gave a talk on the Spring Exhibition. 
The feature of this Exhibition is a collection of modern French art, which is 
not only of unusual interest, but the first of its kind in the provinces. At 5 p.m. 
members adjourned to the Technical College for tea, on the kind invitation 
of the Bradford staff 

A General Meeting was held in the Chemical Lecture Theatre, Technical 
College, at 7 p.m., when Mr. J. A. Butterfield (Bradford) delivered his 
Presidential Address An altruistic note rang through the address, which 
was entitled ‘‘ The Library Assistant’s Outlook and Qualifications’’; and it 
should be noted as a healthy sign that the address did not deal with the 


question of salaries. Mr. Butterfield said the removal of the rate limit had 
made a great difference to the prospects of libraries. The Libraries Com- 
mittee now had the privilege of being able to spend as much as any other 
committee of the municipality. Broadly speaking, nothing had been done by 
any municipality yet, but that had been due largely to the trade slump and 
the economic campaign But something would be done. Greater facilities 
were being demanded and could not be long withheld. There was a big public 
clamouring for better facilities for culture. On the other hand there was a 


vast public that never used the libraries, knowing nothing of the sources of 
information they afforded. Libraries would playa great part in the education 
of democracy. <A most enjoyable meeting concluded with the usual round of 
thanks, which though formal, lacked nothing in heartiness. 
Kk. W. Parsons, Hon. Secretary. 
—— 
WEDDING. 

tPoLLitr—Coop. On Saturday, 26th March, at Victoria Wesleyan 
Church, Bolton, Mr. William Pollitt, librarian of Southend-on-Sea, was 
married to Miss A. Coop. We wish Mr. and Mrs. Pollitt every happiness 
and prosperity in the future. 

tFellow, L.A.A. 
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HARRY G. SURETIES. 


As briefly recorded in the last number of ‘*‘ The Library Assistant,’ 
Mr. H. G. Sureties, of the Hornsey Libraries, passed away on March 26th, 
at the comparatively early age of 47 years. For the past 10 years almost, 
Mr. Sureties’ health had given him trouble, and indeed during 1915-1916, 
news of his death would have been no surprise ; on the other hand it seemed 
miraculous that he recovered at all from that prolonged, critical and 
mysterious illness which kept him in hospital and at home for a whole year 
frue, he emerged from it an aged man, but latterly he appeared to be 
regaining some measure of well-being, and it came as a shock to his friends 
to learn that a week's brief illness, culminating in pericarditis, carried 
him off. 

So passed one of the most faithful and enthusiastic of L.A.A. members 
a man respected and held in regard by all who knew him. His library 
career was commenced in the Croydon Libraries in 1894, under Mr. Thomas 
Johnston. When Mr. Johnston left Croydon to take up the Borough 
Librarianship of Hornsey, Mr. Sureties followed him, eventually becoming 
Librarian of the Highgate District Library. For many years he served on 
the L.A.A. Council, was regular in attendance, devoted to the work, and 
edited ‘‘ The Library Assistant '’ for a period with a zeal which enabled him 
easily to maintain the traditions of the publication. There is little doubt 
that he enjoyed his editorial duties, for he possessed a certain journalistic 
flair that carried him over difficulties, and it was a grief to him when failing 
health compelled relinquishment of the office. During the year 1914-1915 h: 
held the office of Vice-President and Chairman of the Council, though his 
natural inclinations were somewhat averse to the prominence into which the 
office brought him on occasion; at the time of his death he was one of the 
Council’s representatives on the Joint Whitley Council. On _ several 
occasions he read papers at the monthly meetings, and also contributed 
articles to the Journal ; he was a Fellow of the Library Association and had 
been more than once nominated for election to its Council. It can be 
safely said that Librarianship never had a more devoted servant: one who 
believed in it, and was for ever anxious to enlarge its opportunities. If hi 
life-work does not stand out in dazzling prominence, it may at least be 
claimed that he worked whole-heartedly in the sphere given to him ; he nevei 
slacked, his ardour never failed, and the Profession can ill afford to lose men 
of his type, while the physical trials he endured for so many years revealed 
a courage not possessed by everyone. His memory will be cherished by 
those who knew him. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

*MARGARET W. TUPMAN, senior assistant, Fulham, to be a Branch 
senior assistant, Islington. Salary £193 6s. 8d. (including £33 6s. 8d 
bonus). 

* Member, L.A..A. 


NEW MEMBERS. 


F. W. BuNCE and MINNIE A. SWADLING (Reading) Associate: 
Eric R. McCortvin (Croydon). 

Midland Branch: Misses M. Baker (Birmingham); L. Hopkin 
(Coventry); D. PRocTER and D. VIKNALLS (Birmingham). Messrs. G. C 
PooLe (Smethwick); A. R. WiLLiaAMs (Birmingham). 

North-Western Branch: Liverpool and District Division: 
Jos—ErpH HomPEs and ERNEST E. NEWTON (Manchester) ; EpITH WARWICK 
(Co-operative Library, Bury). 


























DUSTLESS ani HYGIENIC LIBRARIES. 


"FLORIGENE 2:3 


On all Library, Museum, &c., Floors and Linoleums of every description. 











IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT 


One Application of ‘ Florigene”’ effectively allays the dust and dirt for 2to 12 
months, according to the traffic, not only during each sweeping (without 
sprinkling of any kind), but also ‘throughout all the intervening periods— 
which is even of greater hygienicimportance. 
‘ Florigene”"’ is easily applied and saves time and labour. 


These sanitary. labour-saving and economic benefits are not 
attained by sweeping-powders or any other method. 


Send for particulars and Medical Reports to the Sole Manujacturers— 


THE ‘“DUST-ALLAYER” CoO., 


NEW ADDRESS :—4, Vernon Place, London, W.C. 
(Between Southampton Row and Bloomsbury Square). 


Contractors to Admiralty, War Office, H.M. Office of Works, 
Colonial Governments, L.C.C., etc. 








The Bediord Binding. 


OUR BINDING for Public Libraries is acknowledged to be 
the best. 


OUR METHOD is NOT one of uniformity of treatment. 


OUR PROCESS for strengthening the broken folds of sections 


is the latest and improved style without over~ 
sewing. 


OUR WORK AND MATERIALS are essentially 
the best. 


THE BEDFORD BINDERY, 


19,CRAWFORD PLACE, — ROAD 
LONDON, W. 


1,000,000 vols. BO O K S on every 
in stock conceivable subject 


Second-hand, New & “ Rs New ” Copies at Lowest Prices 
Sent on approval. Catalogues (free) on application, 
Some of our Departments :—Fiction, Technical and Scientific, Commercial, Law 
and Accountancy, Social Reform and Political Science, Archeology and Art, 
Music and Drama, Literature and Encyclopedias, Rare Books and First Editions, 
French, German, Spanish and Italian Books. 
SPECIAL TERMS TO LIBRARIES. BOOKS PURCHASED OR EXCHANGED. 


W.&G. FOYLE, Ltd. 121-125, Charing Cross Road 


Telegrams : Foylibra, ‘ox, Lendo LONDOW, W.C.2 

















The London 
Literary 
Lounge. 


The Bookshop that appeals to Booklovers. 


The stock comprises all the latest “i on SCIENCE, 

TECHNOLOGY, CHEMISTRY, HISTORY and BIOGRAPHY, SPORTS 

and TRAVEL, POETRY and DRAMA, ARTS and CRAFTS, besides 
new fition and juvenile books. 





You are invited to call and inspect the — variety of volumes 
on the shelves of the Lounge, and need feel no obligation to 
purchase in so doing. 








Important to Librarians. 


A large stock of REMAINDERS AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES, 

amongst them many important works of Travel, Sport, Natural 

History, Biography, etc. A Catalogue of these will be sent on 
application. 


TRUSLOVE & HANSON, 142 Vliffora st., w. 1 


J (One door from Bond Street), 
LONDON. 


To Librarians and Assistants in Charge. 


Please send us your Lists of Wants. 


We hold one of the largest stocks in the kingdom of Second-hand Fiction and 
JUVENILES (15,000 different titles), and in making our reports we give full 
particulars of the edition and condition of every book offered. 





OUR SPECIALITY— 
‘*Out of print’ Books at Reasonable Prices. 
PRESTON & Co., Public Library Booksellers 


77, CLAPHAM PARK ROAD, LONDON, S.W 
*Phone No.: Brixton 1542, 























